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THE SCHOOL BOARD OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA

Special Meeting re: Policies


May 11, 2005

The School Board of Palm Beach County, Florida, met in the Winona Webb Jordan Board Chambers, 3300 Forest Hill Boulevard, West Palm Beach, Florida, on May 11, 2005, at 2:20 p.m.  Board Members present were Chairman Thomas Lynch, Vice Chairman William Graham (arrived at 3:00 p.m.), Monroe Benaim, Paulette Burdick, Mark Hansen, Sandra Richmond (arrived at 2:30 p.m.) and Debra Robinson.  Also present were Superintendent Art Johnson, Chief Operating Officer Joe Moore, Chief Academic Officer Ann Killets, Chief Officer of Administration Gerald Williams and Chief Counsel to the School Board Julie Ann Rico-Allison.

For the Record: Due to the absence of Mr. Graham and Dr. Richmond, a unanimous vote will reflect a vote of 5/0.

Motion to Approve Consent Agenda: On motion of Robinson/Hansen, the Board unanimously approved the following consent agenda:

(5B) Policy 7.26 - Facilities or Grounds Modifications Funded by Internal Accounts or Donations
(5C) Policy 6.03 - Cost of School Meals
(5D) Policy 6.21 - Football Stadium Tax
For the Record: Dr. Richmond arrived at 2:30 p.m., therefore, a unanimous vote will reflect a vote of 6/0.

(4D) Motion to Approve Policy 6.143 - Diversity and Equitable Utilization in Business: A motion by Robinson/Burdick to approve Policy 6.143 - Diversity and Equitable Utilization Business was followed by discussion.

Board Members discussed financial background checks and how often they will be performed.

Dr. Johnson stated that this policy is be recommended for the following reasons:

1) 
the need for a policy

2) 
disparity analysis indicates gaps

3) 
will help minorities share economically

4) 
raise student achievement

Main Motion: The main motion was approved 4/2 with Burdick/Hansen/Richmond/Robinson voting in favor of the motion and Benaim/Lynch voting against the motion.

(4B) Motion to Approve Policy 5.1815 - Student Suspension: A motion by Richmond/Hansen to approve Policy 5.1815 - Student Suspension was followed by discussion.

Mrs. Burdick suggested changing the maximum amount of credit possible from 59% to a higher percentage and Dr. Robinson suggested allowing for extra credit work to make up for the additional 41%.

For the Record: Mr. Graham arrived at 3:00 p.m., therefore, a unanimous vote will reflect a vote of 7/0.

Main Motion: The main motion failed 3/4 with Graham/Hansen/Lynch voting in favor of the motion  and Benaim/Burdick/Richmond/Robinson voting against the motion.

Motion to Rescind Vote on Policy 5.1815 - Student Suspension: On motion of Benaim/Burdick, the Board unanimously approved to rescind the vote on Policy 5.1815 - Student Suspension.

Motion to Postpone Vote on Policy 5.1815 - Student Suspension: On motion of Burdick/Graham, the Board unanimously approved to postpone the vote on Policy 5.1815 - Student Suspension for  thirty days.

(4C) Motion to Approve Policy 3.96 - Drug-and Alcohol-Free Workplace: On motion of Graham/Burdick, the Board unanimously approved Policy 3.96 - Drug-and Alcohol-Free Workplace.

(4D) Motion to Approve Policy 2.09 - School Advisory Councils: A motion by Burdick/Graham to approve Policy 2.09 - School Advisory Councils was followed by discussion.

Amended Motion: An amended motion by Richmond/Hansen to revise line 15 from “may” to “must” was unanimously approved.

For the Record: Dr. Johnson will not accept the amendment.

Main Motion: The main motion failed 2/4 with Benaim/Graham voting in favor of the motion and Burdick/Hansen/Lynch/Richmond/Robinson voting against the motion.

(5A) Motion to Approve Policy 1.095 - Independent Sales Surtax Oversight Committee: A motion by Richmond/Graham to approve Policy 1.095 - Independent Sales Surtax Oversight Committee was followed by discussion.

Board Members discussed the geographic location for representation of committee members and adding projects to the Five Year Capital Plan.

Main Motion: The main motion was unanimously approved. 

The meeting adjourned at 3:35 p.m.
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Date of Approval

Note:
Audio tapes are maintained by the Board Office for official record of these proceedings.

